
REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM

Reading:  Chapters 19 & 20 



A.  INTRODUCTION 

FUNCTIONS:

1. Propagation of the species

2. Pair bonding/emotional connection

3. Pleasure



B.  MALE REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM

GOALS: -produce spermatozoa

-deliver spermatozoa to ova/fertilization



B.  MALE REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM

1)Organs

a) Scrotum
-sack that holds the testes 
-keeps testes 3ę cooler than the body 

-important for spermatogene
sis



b) Testes 
-the male gonads

-interstitial cells produce male sex hormone

-sperm production in the

testosterone

seminiferous tubules



Cryptorchidism

-failure of the testes to descend during fetal development

-testes develop in the abdominal cavity (same location as 
ovaries)

-Does this affect fertility?

-How is cryptorchidism treated?



c) Transport of Spermatozoa

Å Seminiferous tubules -

Å Epididymus -

Å Vas deferens (ductus deferens) ïcarry sperm to urethra

Å Urethra ï



Sperm
-not really a sexual organ

-head w/ the nucleus

-acrosome filled with enzyme (hyaluronidase)

-midpiece w/ mitochondria

-tail = flagellum

Sperm generally fertilize w/in 48 hrs, 

but they can live for a few days 

in the womanôs bodyé



d) Seminal vesicles
- posterior to the bladder, contracts during orgasm to 
expel fluid

- produce seminal fluid:

-slightly alkaline Ą neutralize acidic vaginal 
environment

-contains fructose Ą energy for spermatozoa

-contains prostaglandins Ą stimulate contractions in 
woman



e) Prostate gland

-located just inferior to the bladder

-contracts at orgasm to contribute to seminal fluid

-milky fluid is alkaline Ą


