Syllabus for ENGL 1A: Composition and Analytical Reading

Laura Hennessey

Email: LHennessey@mpc.edu
Office Hours: by appointment  

Office Location: HU 103

ALL INFORMATION STATED HERE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

Course Description
English 1A is a critical reading and writing course required of those students intending to transfer to a university. Student will analyze, discuss, and appreciate the ideas and literary craft in essays and books by professional writers. Additionally, the course will require writing that logically develops a thesis, is written in an engaging style, and is free from syntactical/mechanical errors. 
Prerequisites
Qualifying reading and writing assessment results or satisfactory completion of ENGL 111 or ENSL 110. LIBR 50 may be taken concurrently.

Credits Transferable
CSU, UC 

Required Materials

Capote, Truman. In Cold Blood. New York: Vintage International, 1965. 
Kirszner, Laurie and Stephen Mandell. The Blair Reader. 6th ed. Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2004. 
Course Syllabus

Recommended Materials

Hacker, Diane. The Bedford Handbook. 7th ed. New York, 2006.

Attendance

· Attendance is extremely important. 
· Each student is allowed two absences without adversely affecting their grade. After two absence you participation grade will be adversely affected.

· Any missed work is your responsibility.

· Please avoid being late to class. Lateness of 10 minutes or more will be counted as an absence. 

· This is a workshop class. Every assignment will require workshop sessions in class. Being unprepared for a workshop (i.e. not having a draft) will count as an absence. 

· If serious illnesses, family emergencies, or other crises occur during the term, you must contact me as soon as possible to discuss possible arrangements.
Grading Breakdown

Essay 1

10%

Presentation

15%

Essay 2

15%

Reading Responses
15%
Essay 3

15%

Quizzes


10%
Essay 4

20%

Grading Scale

A
90-100%



B 
80-89%

C 
70-79%

D
60-69%

F
0-59%

Basic Course Requirements
Reading—Students will complete all assigned readings in each themed unit. Readings will be used from The Blair Reader, The Bedford Handbook and Angela’s Ashes as well as occasionally distributed in class. See Course Calendar for deadlines.

Reading Responses— Students will compose seven reading responses throughout the semester. Reading responses present your reactions to a reading you choose from the syllabus list and should be a minimum of 500 words. See Course Calendar for deadlines.

Presentation—Each student will choose a Blair Reader selection and professionally present the ideas from the reading to the class. The presentation should not simply summarize the reading, but should explain the rhetorical devices used and/or significant information about the author, time period, etc. Presenters are responsible for guiding the class conversation for the reading by preparing questions to further discussion and encourage interaction. Presentations will last about 10-15 minutes and include a prepared visual (i.e. PowerPoint, Video) and/or hands on aid (i.e. Handout, Activity). See me if you have difficulty understanding your reading or are unsure how to approach your presentation. 

Quizzes—In order to be sure all students understand the reading material, periodic short-answer quizzes will be given at the start of class. Quizzes will focus on recognizing main ideas, evaluating arguments and determining the strength of the author’s support.

Formal Essays—Essay topics will vary. The essay genres include analysis, persuasion, and argument.  All essays will be developed through various drafts maintained by strict draft deadlines. See Course Calendar for deadlines.

Participation – All students need to participate in class discussion and workshops. Please be prepared for class discussion by completing all required reading and assignments prior to each class meeting. 

Assignments
· Late essays will be deducted 10 points for each class period it is late. After one week, late essays will not be accepted. 
· Quizzes, Reading Reponses and Presentations cannot be made up. 

· If you will be absent on a due date, arrange to have a classmate turn in your work, or contact me before the absence to arrange an alternate method of submitting your work.

· All work is due at the start of class.

· All papers are required to be 12 Font, Times New Roman, Double Spaced, 1 inch Margins. All formatting must follow MLA style. 

· “Cyber Excuses” will not be accepted (i.e. Printer out of ink, computer froze, email was lost). 

· Papers will not be accepted via email or on disk/pen drive. All papers must be turned in as a hard copy. 

· It is your responsibility to print out and staple your paper before turning it in.
· Please familiarize yourself with the printer you will be using so that you might avoid any last-minute problems. 
Assignment Criteria
· All papers and presentations will be evaluated according to criteria articulated with the assignment, and should be proofread before you turn them in for content, development, organization, style, format, grammar, punctuation, and spelling. As writing is a process, you will turn in at least one revision of your paper. 

· Drafts: Your peers will review one draft and I will review the final draft. Grades will not be given for individual drafts, but to the assignment as a whole. Drafts are required to be turned in when the final paper is due. Drafts must be at least 2 pages long. A missing draft is an incomplete whole assignment. 

· Feedback: You will also receive substantial feedback for suggested revisions with each version of an assignment you submit, from peer groups and from me. Rather than focusing only on grades, pay special attention to the feedback you receive and meet with me whenever you have questions or concerns about your progress in the course. Feedback is given for recommendation of clarity, not as a suggested means of change. 

· Revision: As the author of your paper you always get to choose what you wish to include and incorporate in your essays. It is up to you to choose whether or not you want to rewrite your paper, provided you have received a passing grade (“3” or higher) on the assignment. Revisions are due by one week after the paper is returned to the class. You can rewrite each assignment only one time. A rewritten assignment needs to have significant and substantial revision. Revision should include expansion of ideas, development of support, and understanding of the particular outcomes associated with that assignment. Additionally, you will want to include or expand on the writing principles of content, development, organization, style, format, spelling, punctuation, grammar, and evidence that your essay successfully reflects the outcomes for the assignment. Correcting only spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors is editing or proofreading, not re-vision, and does not constitute a rewrite. An explanation of your revision must accompany the revised paper. 

· Should you find yourself in a situation where you did not complete an assignment by the due date, please still come to class on the day it is due. If you don’t come to class that day, you will only fall more behind.

· Workshop days: Each formal essay will require at least one workshop session. You must bring 2 copies of your essay to each workshop session. 

Participation

Regular attendance is required for active learning. Attendance and active participation contribute considerably to the quality of this course and help you to meet ENGL 1A requirements and outcomes. Class participation is central to our process of practicing empathic listening and communication skills, thinking critically and ethically about ideas and opinions of divergent perspectives, and sharpening self-reflexive, cooperative, and collaborative argumentation skills. 

Through this process we can construct informed, critical, cross-cultural, comparative, historical, global, and political analyses of reading, writing, and critical thinking. If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to contact one of your colleagues from this class for any assignments you may have missed. Please do not contact me via email and expect me to get you up to speed if you were unable to attend class. You will, however, want to see me upon your return for any essential material you might have missed. 

How to receive Participation Credit

	Credit
	Attends all class sessions (allow for 2 absences); arrives on time, well prepared for each session’s learning experience; participates actively and meaningfully in class discussions and related learning experiences; contributes significantly to group activities; provides valuable insights throughout the semester; demonstrates respect and regard for fellow class mates; significantly contributes to fulfillment of class goals. 



	No Credit
	Attends class sessions irregularly; arrives on time some days; contributes irregularly to group activities; offers some thoughts; demonstrates minimal respect and regard for fellow class mates; contribute minimally to fulfillment of class goals.




Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty includes any attempt to defraud, deceive or mislead the instructor in arriving at a grade, including cheating and plagiarism.

· Plagiarism is the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one's own original work (dictionary.com). Plagiarism includes copying, fabrication and passing someone else’s work off as your own.
· Cheating uses attempts to use or provide others with unauthorized information of materials. It includes, but is not limited to, obtaining or passing examination questions or answers and preparing or coping someone else’s work (MPC). 
· Academic dishonesty is not only against the policies of the school, it is disrespectful to your classmates who work honestly and diligently throughout the term. 
· Any student found cheating will receive a Failing Grade for the course. 
Technical Devices

· The use of cell phones, Ipods and mp3 players is prohibited during class. If you have headphones on during class, you will be asked to leave the classroom. 

· Laptops are permitted during workshops only. You may edit on your laptop, but must still present 2 hard copies for your peers to edit.  
Library Cards

You will need a library card for this course. Please fill out an application at the library or by accessing the online application at www.mpc.edu/library. See me if you are having difficulty getting a library card. 
Students with Disabilities

I am happy to make adjustments for students with documented disabilities. Please contact Supportive Services and Instruction Program if this applies to you. This program is located in the College Service Building - CS 104 or you can call at (831) 646-4070. 
Extra Credit

Extra credit will not be offered/awarded in this class.
Course Readings and Presentations
· You will have readings due from all three required texts. Due dates are posted on the course calendar.

· Presentations will be based on readings from The Blair Reader. The lists of readings from this text are below.

· Presentations are due on the day the reading will be discussed in class (see course calendar). 

· All students must complete all assigned readings. 

List of Readings From The Blair Reader

Kingston “No Name Woman”

Alexie “The Unauthorized Biography of Me”

Douglas “Learning to Read and Write”

Tan “Mother Tongue”

Erdich “Two Languages in Mind, But Just One in Heart”

Tan “Mother Tongue”

Holt “School is Bad for Children”

Douglass “Learning to Read and Write”

Kozol “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society

Staples “What Adolescents Learn When We Let Them Grow Up in Cyberspace”

Fish “The Free Speech Follies”

Huxley “Propaganda under a Dictatorship”

Nilsen “Sexism in English: Embodiment and Language”

Orwell “Politics and the English Language”

Rushdie “Reality TV: A Dearth of Talent and the Death of Morality”

Critser “Supersize Me”

Brady “Why I Want a Wife”

Sacks “Stay At Home Dads”
D’Souza “Becoming American”

Cofer “The Myth of the Latin Woman: I Just Met a Girl Names Maria”

Eighner “On Dumpster Diving”

Ehrenreich “Selling in Minnesota”

Gordon “What Nurses Stand For”

Woolf “Professions for Women”

Schlosser “Behind the Counter”

Lee “Fashion Victim’s 10 Commandments”

