Lesson Fourteen –

Have I ever told you that I come from Chicago?  I moved here because I did not like living in Chicago. I came to Monterey in 1979, and I know that the weather is better here.  Chicago is a colder city than Monterey. Chicago is on Lake Michigan. Lake Michigan is a huge lake, but of course the Pacific Ocean is bigger.  The Pacific is also bluer than Lake Michigan.  The wind in Chicago is very strong.  It is stronger than in Monterey.  Chicago is often called the "Windy City".   It is much windier than Monterey. However, that is not why I came to California.  Chicago has close to 10,000,000 people and is much busier than Monterey.  Chicago is noisier and more dangerous than here.  Chicago is a giant city but is far away from other places.  Monterey is small but it is closer to many other towns than Chicago.  The scenery is more beautiful here and the people are also friendlier than in Chicago.  Chicago may be more interesting than Monterey, but California is more diverse than Illinois.

Grammar Point - 

The story above compares two places, Chicago and Monterey.  The adjectives in the story have special "comparative" forms.

    good - better                                     cold - colder

    big - bigger                                       blue - bluer

    strong - stronger                              windy - windier

    busy - busier                                     noisy - noisier

   dangerous - more dangerous            close - closer

   beautiful - more beautiful                 friendly - friendlier

   interesting - more interesting           diverse - more diverse

How are "comparative" adjectives formed?

One syllable adjectives, add -er.

Two syllable adjectives ending with -y, drop "y" and add "ier".

Two, three, four, etc. syllable adjectives, add the word "more"

Exercise One -

What are the "comparative forms" of the following adjectives?

1. short

2. funny

3. light

4. delicious

5. famous

6. dirty

7. difficult

8. complicated

9. simple

10.  cool

Exercise Two - 

Write a second sentence to compare Monterey and Chicago.

1. Chicago is large.  

Chicago is larger than Monterey.

2. Chicago is dangerous.

3. Chicago is crowded.

4. Monterey is scenic.

5. Monterey is friendly.

6. In the summer Chicago is humid.  

7. Monterey is slow.

8. Chicago is expensive.

9. Chicago is ethnic.

10.  Monterey is layback.

Exercise Three -

Comparisons are made between two noun phrases.  When the second noun phrase is understood, the included "than phrase” is not necessary .

1. Chicago has many crimes each day.  Monterey may have only several crimes each week.  

     Monterey is safer.

2. Chicago is 225 years old.  Monterey is 400 years old. 

3. Chicago air is smoky.  Monterey air is clean.

4. Chicago is fun.  Monterey is boring.

5. Chicago is exciting.  Monterey is dull.

6. Chicago streets are bad.  Monterey streets are good. 

7. Chicago's nightlife is varied.  Monterey's nightlife is monotonous.

8. Monterey seems healthy.  Chicago seems sick.

9. Chicago feels strange.  Monterey feels comfortable.   

Exercise Four - 
What adjectives come to mind when you remember your hometown? Let's make a list together.  Now tell your neighbor about your town.  Compare it to the town that you are living in now.  Use "than phrases" when it is necessary.  Write your sentences as you say them.

Grammar point -

Comparisons can also be made with adjectives in noun phrases.

Chicago has tall buildings.  Monterey has small buildings.

Chicago has taller buildings than Monterey.
                                                (          *

Monterey has shorter buildings than Chicago.

                                                   (         *

Exercise Five -

Make comparisons between the noun clusters.  

1. Chicago has serious crime.  Monterey doesn’t have serious crime.

2.  Monterey is a scenic city.

3.  Monterey temperatures fall to 18 degrees in winter.  Chicago temperatures fall to -10 degrees in winter.

4.  Chicago has a famous art museum.  Monterey has an obscure art museum.

5.  Community Hospital is a modern building.  Cook County Hospital is a historical building.

6. Chicago has large theaters.  Monterey has small theaters.

7. Chicago has wide streets.  Monterey has narrow streets.

8.  Monterey summers are foggy.  Chicago summers are sunny.
Exercise Six – Numbers and quantities can be compared by using “more” and “less”.
Chicago has 178 bus lines.  Monterey has 5 bus lines.

Chicago has more bus lines than Monterey.

                                                 (    (     *

Monterey has less bus lines than Chicago.

                                                    (  (     *

1. Monterey has 35 police officers.  Chicago has 11,000 police officers.

2. Chicago has many jobs.  Monterey has few jobs.

3. Chicago has 6 community colleges.  Monterey has one community college.

4. I have one relative in Chicago.  I have three relatives in Monterey.

5.  Monterey High has almost 2,000 students.  Sullivan High has over 6,000 students.

Exercise Seven -

What noun phrases and adjective phrases come to mind when you remember your hometown?  Let's make a list together.  Tell your neighbor about your hometown.  Compare it to where you are living now.  Use "than phrases", when it is necessary.  Write your sentences as you say them.

Grammar Point - 

When you compare more than two noun phrases and one noun phrase is different than all the others, you use the superlative form.  For example,

Chicago is the largest city in Illinois.  

The Museum of Science and Industry is the most interesting museum in the US. 

Changing to the superlative form is similar to the comparative form.

One syllable adjectives, add the + -est.

Two syllable adjectives ending in y, drop the "y" add the + -iest.

Two, three, four, etc adjectives, add the most.

Exercise Eight - 

Change the adjectives to the superlative form.

1. happy

2. sad

3. relaxed

4. fortunate

5. poor

6. funny

7. natural

8. clean

9. intelligent

10.  helpful

Exercise Nine -

Write sentences with superlative adjective forms.

1. Los Angeles - large city - in the US

Los Angeles is the largest city in the US.

2. Chicago - more Polish people - in the US

3. Monterey - old city - in California

4. MPC - beautiful school - in Central California

5. Chicago - bad water - in the US

6. Chicago - good Greek food -  in the US

7. Papa Chano's - fast restaurant - in Monterey

8. Round Table Pizza - tasty pizza - in Seaside

9. We - smart students - at MPC

10.  Juan - less free time -of all his friends

Exercise Ten - 

Think about your hometown, your present town, and Los Angeles.

What adjectives and nominals come to mind?  Write sentences with superlative forms.

Exercise Ten - 

Finish the story with comparative and superlative forms.

We live in an (interesting) _________________ world.  

Our world is (interesting) ___________________ than any movie or book.   (interesting) ________________ thing about our world is its people.

People are (different) _________________ in many ways.  

Some are (tall) __________ than others.  

Some are (kind) ____________ than others.  

But when we get to know someone very well, 

we see that each person is (special) ________________.  

For example, we usually feel that our family members are (nice)____________.

We also feel (comfortable) _______________ with people that we have known for a long time.  

For all of us, (important) _________________ people are our own children.  

They are (important) __________________ than any one else.

What is the name of (tall) _______________ people in the world? 

Who are (short) _____________ people in the world?

Who is (friendly) _______________ person that you know?  

Who is (friendly) ________________, you or your best friend?

(popular) ________________ book in the US this year is the Da Vinci Code. 

It is (interesting) __________________book than Harry Potter.

What is (good) _________________ book that you have ever read?

What is (good) _________________ desert, chocolate or fruit?
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