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Getting Started with Pearson Technology 

Seven Easy Steps 

 

First:  Decide on your venue. You may be using your Pearson course technology along with classroom 

teaching or using it for online instruction. 
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a. On-campus with Web enhancement;  

b. Hybrid with some Web-based instruction substituting for in-class time up to 50%; or  

c. Completely online. 

 

Second:  Decide on what teaching methods you want to use for instruction. Appropriate teaching 

methods will vary somewhat based on the venue. The central goal of teaching today needs to address 

students’ contemporary learning needs. Students need to be able to find information through reliable 

resources, understand what they have read, reformat it in a coherent manner, interpret and deliver the 

information to an audience effectively. The goal is no longer simple recall of facts. There’s just too much 

information out there these days.  

 Some suggestions include: 

a. Students benefit from having a discussion forum with thought-provoking topics or questions 

which develop critical thinking skills. Criteria can be set up that enables students to connect 

their reading, class discussions and their own opinions and experiences with the broader world. 

Most teachers post a discussion topic and require students to reply to the original question and 

to another student’s response once or twice. This activity is great for exploring the evolution of 

thought through peer interaction (students teaching students). Topics can be chosen based on 

issues the instructor feel would be most effectively explored through peer interaction; 

b. Project-based or research-based assignments allows for group work and group presentations:  

Pearson course management technologies allow students to upload their notes in order to hold 

each group member accountable for their own work—recommend that instructor assign roles 

within group for optimum cooperation and accountability. Students can communicate with each 

other via e-mail but the discussion forum is preferable at keeping all materials and interaction in 

one place; 

c. Journal writing through the essay test function:  When students reflect through journal writing 

online, their responses tend to be much more intimate and in depth than they would be on 

paper or in the classroom. Criteria can be set up that enables students to connect their reading, 

class discussions and their own opinions and experiences with the broader world; 

d. Other writing:  An additional advantage of linking your text package to the custom portal with 

writing resources is to hold students accountable for better writing. Instructors can give partial 

credit for content, then, have students perform the grammar or citation diagnostics in the 

Collaboration Café, and turn in the resulting study plan to get full credit for the assignment. 

Instructors may wish to require that students use Pearson’s Online Tutor services through 

SmarThinking in the Collaboration Café, and attach the comments to their paper submission. 

They may even require that the first draft, tutor’s comments and final draft be turned in 



together. It is important for students to understand the process of developing their ideas 

through the writing process; 

e. Service Learning:  This type of assignment is usually done in groups. Students are assigned or 

may choose a community service activity (usually with an established community service 

organization) and asked to apply what they’re learning in the course to their service for the 

organization. The easiest way to hold students accountable for this work is to assign specific 

roles, have them upload their individual notes, and present their results to the class either 

through a written document online or as an in-class presentation using visual media such as 

power point or video; 

f. Research paper: when students perform research of primary sources, they must go beyond the 

textbook and learn how to access reliable resources fulfilling the California Information 

Competency requirement on online research. They may want to use Research Navigator for this 

purpose. Pearson’s Research Navigator is automatically part of all technology products This one 

feature addresses this vital California requirement insuring that students know how to do 

reliable online research (see Link Library, EBSCO Content Select Data Base of journal articles, The 

New York Times and ABC News Feed Data Base, Financial Times and Auto Cite automatic citation 

program). In addition, the Collaboration Café offers citation diagnostics for MLA and APA and 

skills sets for Avoiding Plagiarism;  

g. Students can “present” their work to the class, using Pearson technology; 

h. Some schools require that instructors offer an alternative for some online assignments for 

classes that are not designated as “Web Enhanced”—a good alternative assignment is a take 

home essay. Most students will opt for the online option when faced with this alternative; 

i. Work with students to develop study plans for the course. 

Third:  Determine how you want to facilitate student-student and student-instructor interaction and 

how often each is to take place: 

a. Through work groups;  

b. Discussions on specific topics with required participation; 

c. Online office hours using e-mail or chat.  

Fourth:  Decide on how you will get to know your students and how they will get to know you. The 

authentication of students taking tests or submitting work is an issue that needs to be addressed. 

a. Photos and short bios are a good start; 

b. Add test questions that ask questions related to the student’s bio; 

c. Baseline skill identification (Tell us a little about yourself); 



d. Introductory discussion forum (What are your course goals and why are you taking the course?); 

e. Reflection and self-assessment activities; 

f. Analysis and opinion-based assignments; 

g. Require students to participate in discussions or presentations. 

Fifth:  Proactively plan ahead on guidelines for student participation, behavior toward others, ethical 

behavior relative to plagiarism, and cheating on tests. 

a. List your Guidelines for student participation; 

b. Actively teach students about Academic Integrity; 

c. Outline your expectations of behavior toward others; 

d. Develop and post plagiarism and cheating policies. 

Sixth:   Develop your course syllabus, Integrate the Pearson course materials into the outline. 

a. Name of text and where text can be obtained; 

b. Link to the Pegasus site with logon information; 

c. Learning outcomes from the course outline of record with your additions, if any. Pearson 

technology will help you enhance all levels of learning from the most basic levels of reading 

check and recall of factual information to high level critical thinking skills (how this subject 

applies to the student and the world); 

d. Description of assignments: Be sure to clearly explain the goals and methods of each type of 

assignment; 

e. Grading system; 

f. Calendar of due dates: By the 4th or 5th week of the semester students should be doing more 

complex assignments (journals, group participation and when appropriate comprehensive 

exams). 

Last:  Pearson online courses meet the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. If you add 

materials to the site they also need to meet ADA requirements. Photos need an ALT tag describing the 

photo. Video needs to be closed captioned. Audio (Podcasts) need a text equivalent. The entire page 

needs to be viewable by a screen reader. 
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