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Technically speaking: 

È Polls are òquick & dirtyó with few questions 
whereas surveys are usually longer and more 
comprehensive  

È Surveys usually have broader application 
whereas polls are used in political settings 

 

Practically speaking, the two terms are generally 
used interchangeably 

 



"As you may know, most national polls are 
typically based on a sample of 1,000 adults.  Do 

you think a sample of this size accurately 
reflects the views of the nation's population or 

not?"   

 

30% say yes,  68% say no   
 



"Some polling organizations make frequent 
predictions of election results.  What is your 
general impression of how well they do:   Do 
you think they are pretty nearly right most of 
the time, or do you think their record is not 

very good?"   

 

54% answer mostly right,          
41% answer not very good.                   

 



 

Polls or surveys use sampling: 

 

1. Ask a small number of people a set of questions 

2. Use the sample to represent a larger population  



È We accept that we cannot talk to everyone in 
our population  

 

È So we select a small number of people to poll ð 
this is our sample 

 

È And we accept that there will be some error in 
our result, called the 

Margin of sampling error (MOSE)  


