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APA Citation Style-6
th

 edition 
Print and Electronic Sources 

 
Many disciplines of learning require different styles of bibliographic citations.  Nursing, 
social sciences, education, psychology, and others use the American Psychological 
Association (APA) style.  The following examples should be used in conjunction with the 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th ed.  The book is 
shelved in Reference; the call number is REF BF 76.7 .P83 2010.  It includes more 
examples and explanations of the format for APA citations including how to do in-text 
citations. 
 

Reference to an Entire Book: 
  
TIPS: 

· Find the example below that best fits your item.  If you don't find what you are 
looking for, see pages 193-224 of the APA manual. 
 

· The first line of a citation is flush left with the margin, all subsequent lines (2nd, 
3rd…) of that citation are indented. 
  

· Citations are always double spaced 
. 

· Do not write out the authors' first or middle name, just initials.  Do not include 
credentials, for example, M. D. or Ph. D. 
 

· If the author has a suffix (like Jr. or III), after the author's initials, put a comma 
followed by the suffix. 
 

· Book titles are italicized. Notice that only the first word in the title and the first 
word in the subtitle are capitalized.  Remember to capitalize proper nouns. 
 

· If there is more than one city of publication, use the first city listed that is in the 
U.S. 
  

· When you put the publication city in your citation for a book you must include the 
two letter abbreviation for the state (ex. New York, NY). If it is a city not in the 
United States you must include the country (ex. Dublin, Ireland) 
  

· In a reference to a work with no author move the title to the author position 
before the date of publication. 

 
Author. (Year of publication). Title of work: Sub-title (Edition). Place of Publication:  
 
 Publisher. 
 
 
 



 

One Author:                                                                   
  
Treseler, K. M. (1995). Clinical laboratory and diagnostic tests: Significance and learning  

implications. Norwalk, CT: Appleton & Lange. 

Two to Seven Authors-list all authors up to seven: 
 
Strunk, W., Jr., & White, E. B. (1999). The elements of style. (4th  ed.). Boston, MA: Allyn 

 and Bacon. 

Eight or More Authors: 
 
List the first six authors followed by a comma, three ellipses, and the last author followed 
by a period then continue with the rest of the citation. 
 
Harris, L.K., Hamu, A.J., Patnode, M.L., McDowell, R.E., Petras, M.J., Grant, D.A.,  
 
 …Boulding, R.M. (2009). Logic structures in database design: A relative  
 
 assessment using game theory. Laguna Beach, CA: Pegasus. 
 
Author and Publisher are the Same: 
 
American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American  

Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author. 

No Author or Editor: 
 
Go ask Alice. (1998). New York, NY: Aladdin Paperbacks. 
 
Edited Book: 
 
Ignatavicius, D.D., & Workman, L.M. (Eds.). (2002). Medical-surgical nursing: Critical  

thinking for collaborative care (4th ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Saunders. 

English Translation of a Book: 
 
Neruda, P. (1991). Canto general (J. Schmitt, Trans.). Berkeley, CA: University of 

 California Press.  

Book in electronic format (E-book from EBSCO): 

Author.  (Publication date). Book title. Retrieved from URL.   

(since this is from the MPC database EBSCO, you just put the basic URL. If you accessed the electronic 
book from another source on the Internet then you would put the complete URL. 
 

Kronenwetter, M. (1993). Capital punishment: A reference handbook.  

Retrieved from http://web.ebscohost.com. 

 



 

Reference to Part of a Book: 
 

Article, Chapter or Story in an Anthology, Volume or Collection: 
 
Author (Year of Publication). Title of chapter. In Editor & Editor (Eds.),  
 
 Title of book (pages of chapter). Place of publication: Publisher. 
 
Massaro, D. (1992). Broadening the domain of the fuzzy logical model of  

perception. In H. L. Pick Jr., P. Broek, & D. C. Knill (Eds.), Cognition: Conceptual 

and methodological issues (pp. 51-84). Washington, DC: American Psychological 

Association. 

Entry in an Encyclopedia: 
 
Sterling, B. (2007). Socialism. In The new encyclopaedia britannica (Vol.  

27, pp. 42-48). Chicago. IL: Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

 

Reference to a Print Copy of a Magazine, Newspaper or Journal 
Article: 

 
TIPS: 

· You may need to look back at the examples for books to remember how to cite 
an article with multiple authors or a suffix in the name.   
 

· If you have no author, start with the article title and then put the date and the 
journal title. 
 

· If you know that your article is in a journal and not a magazine or newspaper, just 
put the year of publication in parenthesis.  When in doubt, put the whole date.  
Do not abbreviate month names. 
 

· Notice that only the first word in the article title and the first word in the subtitle 
are capitalized.  Also remember to capitalize proper nouns. 
 

· Type the periodical title and volume number in italics. All major words in the 
periodical title are capitalized. 
 

· Always put the volume and issue number (if known) when citing journals and 
magazines 
 

· Do not write "volume" "issue" "pages" or any abbreviations of those words.  Just 
include the numbers except when you are citing a newspaper article, then use 
"p." for page and "pp." for multiple pages. 
  

· If you have non-consecutive page numbers, put a comma in between them. 

 
 

 



 

Journal Article: 

Author. (Year). Article title: Sub-title. Journal Title, volume(issue), page numbers. 

Shepard, S.J., Nicpon, M.F. & Doobay, A.F. (2010). Early entrance to college and self-

 concept: Comparisons across the first semester of enrollment. Journal of 

 Advanced Academics, 22(1), 40-57. 

Magazine Article: 

Gibbs, N. (2010, July 12). The case for keeping out. Time, 176(2), 64. 
 
Bowman, J. (2010, June). Rebels without a clue. American Spectator, 43(5), 66-67. 
 

Newspaper Article: 

Parsons, L. (2010, July 8).  Marina tax measures now up to the voters. The Monterey  

County Herald, p. B1. 

Reference to a Newspaper, Magazine or Journal Article from a 
Library Database or Online from the Internet: 

 
TIPS: 

· Follow the tips as given above for the hard copy of a journal or magazine article.   
· After the citation you want to add additional information, either the DOI (Digital  

Object Identifier) number or the URL for the original publication’s homepage.  
More on this below. 

 
A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a unique alphanumeric string that provides a 
persistent link to content online. Many publishers and other publishing entities have 
joined in an organization to create and manage DOIs. Each DOI is unique to that one 
article. Not all journals and publications have started doing this so you may not see one 
in the information for an article. Below is an example of a journal article that has a DOI. 
The DOI is found in the information about the article. If an article has a DOI number you 
need to use it in your APA citation for articles found online or in library databases.  
 
Article Information from library database: 
Elevated levels of kynurenic acid in the cerebrospinal fluid of patients with bipolar disorder. 

 By: Olsson, Sara K.; Samuelsson, Martin; Saetre, Peter; Lindström, Leif; Jönsson, Erik G.; Nordin, Conny; 

Engberg, Göran; Erhardt, Sophie; Landén, Mikael. Journal of Psychiatry & Neuroscience, May2010, Vol. 

35 Issue 3, p195-199, 5p; DOI: 10.1503/jpn.090180; (AN 50796674) 

Database: Academic Search Premier 

 
The DOI for this article is 10.1503/jpn.090180 
 
The proper APA citation for this is: 
 
Olsson, S.K., Samuelsson, M., Saetre, P., Lindstrom, L., Jonsson, E.G., Nordin, C.,  

 …Landen, M. (2010).  Elevated levels of kynurenic acid in the cerebrospinal fluid 

 of patients with bipolar disorder. Journal of Psychiatry & Neuroscience, 35(3), 

 195-199. doi: 10.1503/jpn.090180 



 

 
 
If the journal article does not include a DOI or you are citing a magazine or 
newspaper article from an online source or a library database you would have to do a 
search in a search engine (Google, Bing, Yahoo etc…) for the homepage for that 
publication.  
 
Article Information from library database: 
DOES RELATIONSHIP QUALITY MODERATE THE IMPACT OF MARITAL BEREAVEMENT ON 

DEPRESSIVE SYMPTOMS? By: ABAKOUMKIN, GEORGIOS; STROEBE, WOLFGANG; STROEBE, 

MARGARET. Journal of Social & Clinical Psychology, May2010, Vol. 29 Issue 5, p510-526, 17p, 4 

Charts, 2 Graphs; (AN 51459579) 
Database: Academic Search Premier 

 
 
I searched Google for the Journal of Social & Clinical Psychology and the homepage 
for this journal is: www.guilford.com/pr/jnsc.htm 
 
The proper APA citation for this article is: 
 
Abakoumkin, G., Stroebe, W. & Stroebe, M. (2010). Does relationship quality moderate

 the impact of marital bereavement on depressive symptoms? Journal of Social & 

 Clinical Psychology, 29(5), 510-526. Retrieved from 

 http://www.guilford.com/pr/jnsc.htm 

 
 
Reference to a Web Site: 

 
TIPS: 

· You may have a hard time finding a lot of the bibliographic information for a Web 
site.  Include as much information as possible. 

· If you are on the Web site of a corporation or an association (like American 
Psychological Association), and there is no specific author for an article on their 
page, then assume that the corporation or association is the author. 

· Often, you will not find a date on Web pages.  Look for it at either the top or 
bottom of the page.  If there are multiple dates, use the most recent. If there is 
not a date then put n.d. in parenthesis for no date. 

· Include the entire URL/Web address. 
 

Author. (Year, Month Day). Article title. Retrieved from complete URL/Web address 

National Institutes of Mental Health. (2010, July 21).  Anxiety disorders. Retrieved from 

 http://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/anxiety-disorders/index.shtml  

Saito therapy. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://saito-therapy.org/english/index.htm  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Audiovisual Materials (Movies, Podcasts): 

 

TIPS: 
 

· For all other audiovisual media that don't appear here, see pages 209-210 of the 
APA manual. 
 

· List major contributors such as producers and directors and put that person’s role 
in parenthesis. 
  

· After the title, indicate the type of media in brackets 
 

Movies: 
 
Author. (Producer), & Author (Director). (Year). Title of movie  
 
 [type of media]. Country of origin: Studio. 
 
Laundau, J. (Producer), & Cameron, J. (Director). (2009). Avatar [Motion picture].  
 
 United States: 20th Century Fox. 
 
Klein, J. (Producer). (2006). Inside the mind of a suicide bomber [DVD]. United  
 
 States: A&E Television Networks. 
 
Podcasts: 
 
Author. (Job Title). (year, month, day). Title of podcast [type of media]. Retrieved  
 
 from complete URL/Web address 
 
Cohn, J.P. (Producer). (2010, May 23). How mental errors in sports can slow  
 
 your game [Audio podcast]. Retrieved from  
 
 http://cdn2.libsyn.com/sportspsychology/get_psyched42_mental_errors 
 
 

Reference to a Personal Communication: 

 

Personal communication includes e-mail, letters, memos, personal interviews.  All forms 
of personal communication are not cited in the reference list, but they are cited in the 
text of your paper.  See page 179 of the APA manual for more information.  
 


